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About this book:
Sum:1 rhymes with someone but is not meant as a pun.  This small book of poems addresses
the humane concern of treating each person as a unique and valuable Someone, where
the bolding of the word and its capital S is not ignored or discounted.
The sum of all of us, one by one, should be one, and yet in this country which promises liberty 
and justice for all, we know about the removal of so many from this “all”.

Although not part of the book, this poem written in July, 2020 captures the spirit of the book.
Sum:1/Some: One

What is the product of one times one?
We forget sometimes how one multiplies—
how it gently mirrors the other to allow
the other…
1X2 has no one reflected but two in the end.
 
Some is only so many…
but turn it to sum, 
before difference enters in—
before product 
before the second meaning of quotient—
as characteristic.

 
Any minus

 one equals
complexity 

at its most irresponsible best.
It could be you, me, or all those hoping 
like us, the bomb won’t drop 
on us, on those close to us,
those hoping whatever ship sails in 
doesn’t fool us with its colors.

—Kitty Jospé

(read at Just Poet Open Mic,  7/16/20 at Ken Kelbaugh’s bookstore, Before your Quiet Eyes, Rochester, NY; 
https://www.abebooks.com/before-your-quiet-eyes-rochester-ny/6561772/sf )
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Proceeds for this book will be given to East House, Rochester, NY. https://easthouse.org

East House helps move lives forward by providing stable housing and support services to 
individuals with persistent mental health and/or substance use disorders.

Although donations are voluntary, readers are encouraged to view the separate PDF with 27 
images (available by contacting  kjospe@gmail.com).  After viewing these photos, readers are 
invited to consider donating $5, $10 or more to East House using the donation button on this 
link: http://bit.ly/3rqecEf
Please let the author know at  kjospe@gmail.com so she too can thank you.  
For Ordering: to spare FootHills the complications of allocating proceeds, she has paid for
copies and asks that you kindly order directly from her through this email address: 
kjospe@gmail.com or contact her by phone:  (585) 208-9918.
She will be glad to deliver, or give a pick-up address.

Excerpts from blurbs on the back of the book.

" I love the energy, the crossing between timely and ancient subject matter, and the sounds, always the 
sounds!  Kitty Jospé’s intuitive linguist and poetic sensibilities are really on fire here.” —Anne Coon, 
Professor Emerita, College of Liberal Arts, Rochester Institute of Technology

** Sum: 1 is a complex multi-voiced collection that will keep giving of itself to us as it keeps 
listening to itself, but one central theme is that Jospé wants herself and us to feel what Emerson called the 
“perpetual revelation” of the present even while the past might moil in us and when we’re thinking of “the 
daily ugly of what shouldn’t be.” Should we manage to transcend that which is unfinished, “eureka might 
find us—Amen”. Ours is at best a tremulous balance—history and the future, “but for this day, how lucky 
we feel— / to witness waves, the storm as real.”  (The poet, sister to Emily Dickinson, is held “in a host 
of aliveness,” line by line and sound by rhythmic sound. Reading Jospé, we feel refreshed, quickened. We 
realize ourselves, and feel real. —William Heyen, National Book Award Finalist & Author of Nature: 
Selected & New Poems 1970-2020

**.          Sum-1 is a delight for mind, eye, ear. Kitty Jospé has an extraordinary knack for discovering the 
unexpected in the world around us and in the language (s) we often take for granted. Hers is a geography 
without borders, a mapping of terra incognita.  These radiant poems convey that joy of discovery, whether 
in finding a scientific oddity, a provocative word origin, or the palimpsest of meanings within a 
seemingly simple painting. The many ekphrastic poems deal with everything from the temple gates in 
Kyoto to Albert György's Melancolie to the "Shruggie" emoticon. Some are humorous, including the 
persona poem "The Rokeby Venus Has a Word," where Velázquez's goddess asks, Did it ever occur to 
you / how I want to be loved? There are also topical poems on social justice and reflections on the 
pandemic, poems that are meditations on impermanence, and some addressing her husband, notably the 
quite tender "Notes Between Lovers" with its plea, We’ll allow ourselves to bask in “now”; allow “soon” 
/ taking place, without any plan, comment; / we’ll let “other” be other, let hopes be mist. This reader 
eagerly anticipates Sum-2. —John Roche, author of Joe Rides Again: Further Adventures of Joe the Poet

** Kitty Jospé leads us on a geographical, spiritual, art-historical and even etymological journey into 
what the poet calls “the mystery of things” where we enter a world where “words embrace and engage us 
to feel fully grateful for each now”.  And we do! —Grant Holcomb; Director Emeritus, Memorial Art 
Gallery, University of Rochester.
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